374      Truth on the Tragedy of France
" We will shut ourselves up in one of our provinces, and,
if we are driven out, we will go to North Africa, or, if necessary,'
to our possessions in America/'
Some of the Ministers sneered derisively to hear him.
They were already confident of being in the majority.
The clever ones assumed a benign air. They protested
their good intentions towards Britain. They swore on
their consciences that they did not wish to renounce their
signatures, but that if the British Government consented
to release them, they would not go beyond a plain state-
ment of the conditions of peace. If these should prove
contrary to their honour they would, of course, spurn
them and set off for North Africa,
Already, however, the Marshal was saying plainly that
he himself would never leave purely French soil. There
was no resisting that, and nothing for it but to accept
the decision. M. Prouvost, introduced as Minister of
Information by M. Paul Reynaud, as part of the changes
on June 6th designed to strengthen the Cabinet in the
direction of war to the finish, meekly took his stand behind
PStain. Was it because, like other newspaper proprietors
who are industrialists first and foremost, lie was influenced
by the prospect of the cessation of his commercial enter-
prises, whereas if an armistice was requested they might
continue and become prosperous or nearly normal again ?
M. Mandel pierced with his barbed shafts those men
who, having been appointed Ministers in order to make
war, now went down on their knees to beg for peace. He
told them that frightful conditions would be imposed on
them, and that they would dishonour themselves for
nothing.
M, Paul Reynaud himself, who had just told a foreign
diplomat that the departure for Africa was virtually
decided upon, nevertheless lent himself to M. Chautemps'
suggestion, and agreed to submit it to the British Govern-
ment.
Such, among other things, was one of the agreeable